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Background: At the Wednesday, December 1, 2021, Planning Board meeting, the Planning Board 
reviewed the following agenda item: 
 

 
 
This item was originated from a request by the Freeport Town Council for the Freeport Planning Board 
to consider some of the provisions from the Emergency Ordinance:  Temporary Suspension of Certain 
Ordinance Standards To Safely Accommodate Expanded Outdoor Business Activities due to COVID-19  
and whether or not the Town should consider adopting some of these provisions permenantly.  The 
Board deliberaton also considered language pertaining to accessible site features, as this was an item of 
concerned brought to the Town’s attention by concerned residents, including some members of the 
Accessibility Task Force.   

The proposed language has some minor text clean-up, allows for parking space displacement in certain 
situations, eliminates a restriction on displacing required parking during certain times of the year, and 
adds a standard about maintaining accessible (under the Americans with Disabilities Act) parking and 
access.   
 
Process:  The Planning Board generally discussed the Emergency Ordinance provisions at the 08/04/21 
Planning Board meeting, and discussed this specific topic at the 10/6/21, 11/3/21, & 12/1/21 Planning 
Board meetings.    Notification was completed in accordance with the Planning Board Rules of Order and 
Procedure and included standard posting and circulation of the agenda.  Legal ads for the public hearing 
were published in the Brunswick Times Record on 11/19/21 and 11/23/21.  Two members of the public 
commented on this item at the public hearing and one letter with written public comment was received 
for the public hearing. 

ITEM # 232-21 TEMPORARY
ACTIVITY
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Recommendation from the Planning Board:  The Planning Board made the following motion: 

 

 



Proposed Amendments to the Freeport Zoning Ordinance pertaining to Temporary Activity Permits 
As recommended by the Planning Board at the 12/01/21 meeting 

 
Note:  Proposed new text is shown with an underline and proposed text to be deleted is shown with a 

strikethrough.   
 

Section 501. Temporary Activity 

 A. An activity that is of a decidedly temporary nature and which can meet the minimum 
requirements of the performance standards below Sec. 501.A.2-4, may be allowed under the 
provisions of a Temporary Activity Permit issued by the municipal Codes Enforcement Officer. 
The conditions of issuance or of renewal for any such permit are:  

1. The proposed activity or use will not continue beyond a maximum time period of one (1) 
week for no more than three times per year per property except as allowed in 501.C and 
501.D below or as allowed in this section. If additional time beyond one week is requested 
by the applicant, the Codes Enforcement Officer must obtain the concurrence of the 
municipal Project Review Board before such an extension is granted. Upon expiration of 
the Special Permit, the activity must be immediately discontinued or brought into 
conformance with the minimum standards of performance or be in violation of this 
Ordinance.  

2. The proposed activity will not create, cause or increase any health, safety or public 
nuisance problems.  

3. The proposed activity will not cause immediate or future damage to adjacent properties.  

4. Reasonable provision is made to prevent or minimize harmful environmental impacts of 
the proposed activity.  

5.  The proposed activity will not displace any required accessible parking spaces unless such 
accessible parking space(s) are temporarily relocated, as close as possible to the existing 
parking spaces and providing access to an accessible route. The temporarily relocated 
space(s) must comply with the dimensional and signage requirements Section 514.B.10 of 
the Freeport Zoning Ordinance.  In addition, if needed to connect to an accessible route, a 
modification may be provided.  If this standard of Item 5 is applicable, a sketch 
demonstrating that this standard has been met must be included with the application form 
for a Temporary Activity Permit.  For this standard of item five, the term “accessible” 
shall refer to parking spaces, building entrances, and access routes that were designed with 
the intent to meet the Americans with Disabilities Act standards for Accessible Design. 

B. This section is not intended to permit uses which do not conform to the use requirements of the 
District in which the temporary activity is planned.  

C. Temporary Activity Permits issued annually for outdoor retail sales, including but not limited to, 
rack and container sales and farmers’ markets, in the Village Commercial 1-4 and Commercial 1-4 
Districts issued by the CEOCodes Enforcement Officer, shall be unlimited provided all of the 
sales are conducted outside of the public right-of-way and do not displace parking spaces and on 
the same property that the business requesting a temporary activity permit is located. If the 
applicant is not the property owner, and is located in a multi-tenant building, written authorization 
from the property owner will be required for the applicant to obtain a Temporary Activity Permit. 
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D. Peddler activities and food trucks during special events such as concerts, festivals, and holiday 

festivities on private property but not including privately owned parking lots in the VC-1-4 
Districts are considered a temporary activity subject to the requirements of Subsections A.2-4 5 
and Section 526 or Section 526A. .  

E. In the VC-I and VC-II Districts, no Temporary Activity Permits shall be issued between the week 
before Memorial Day and the week after Labor Day if required parking is displaced by the 
activity. 

FE. All temporary activities require a Temporary Activity Permit from the Codes Enforcement 
Officer. Fees for Temporary Activity permits are established by order of the Town Council.  
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